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Islamabad, the I 3th April. 2026

S. R. O. 703(I)/2026.- In exercise of the powcrs conferred under sub-

section ( 1) of scction 8 read with the scctiot't l9 of the Anti-Rape (lnvestigation

and Trial) Act, 2021 (XXX of 2021), the Ministry of Law and .luslice, on the

recomnrcndation ofthe Special commifte; is plcascd to make the following rules,

r-ramcly:
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l- Short tidc ud conmcnccrncnl (l) These nrles shdl b€ cdled thc Anti-R8pe

(Victim ard Witrcss Prohction) Rules, 2025.

@ These mles shall comc into for€€ 8t otrc€.

2.

contExt -

(a)

(b)

Ihfinitionr. In thesc rules, ualess thcrc is mything rpugnant in thc zubjcct or

"Act" means tb€ Anti-Rapc (nvestigation and Trial) Act, QOO(of202l)

'audio-visuai link" mearx facilities that cnable audio and visral communication

between persons al diffcr€nt places hcluding closcd+ircuit tclevision and video

coDferenci[g elc.

"best interest ofthcctrild' means the basis ofany decision tatcn regarding a child

shall be aimed to ensure fidfillment of child's basic rights ald n€eds, identity,

social well-hing, physical, emotional od psychological developmeru;

"Court" means a Specisl Coun cstablished or designated under Section 3 of the

Act;

'support person" includes a member of the victim's faraily or a professionally

qualified penon having expertise in the ficld ofrceotal hcalth or soeia.l worl or a

Child Pmtcction Officer or sn Indep€rdetrt Support Adviser;

'\viuress" means a penon wto may tcsi! under Article 3 of Qanun-e-

Shahadat(X of 1984) and includes a victirn or a persol who:

(c)

(d)

G)

(D
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(i) has rnrde a statement or has I,iver or sgre€d ot may b€ requiEd to give

evideoca or t€sti8 itr rclation to atlempt or commission of a schedulcd offence;

or,

' (ii) is in poss€ssion ofor is rEquircd to provide any important informatiorl

statemeat or assisbncc to I public offcer and has agtrcd to sbarc &e iaformation

witb thc law cnforceme[t agcrcy ard hss sgreed to give evidcnc€ on behalf of the

State; atld

(iii) for any othcr rcarcn, mry rcquire protection or olhcr assistancc rmdcr

the Act alld the n lcs.

3. Alriltucc to vlcdD rDd rit!e!!. (l) A witsEss sball be cligible for assistance in

accordance witb scction t of thc Act in c$nectioa wilh bl rcstimony befor€ a coun in the case

involvilg scheduled offcnce rmder an order ofthe Coun for speciel mcasurcs, wien,-

(a) he is willing to give evideBce but is arpr€hensive or under stcss owing to the natue

of the offcoce or proccediogs relaling thcreto or is inlimidatcd by someone or fears

that hrm may come to his person, farnity or prop€rty if he givcs evideDca, and if the

Cout is satisficd that th€ quality ofcvidencc is likcly to be afrected on that sccrurt;

(b) he srffcas from a physical disability or mental disorder;

(c) he is urdcr rhc agc of cightccn ycaE at the time of recording of evideoce; or

(d) he is a victim of a scxual offence.

(2) The coui, whilc making al ordcg-under &is section, shall consider thc following factors,

namely:-

(a) the pqsoflsl circttlast nc.s ofths wihess ittcluding bis opinion 8d belief;

@) the behavior ofthc accused, his farnily or associatcs or aly other person towards him;

(c) the naturc aad circumstances ofthe ofrence; and

(d) aDy other repon with Egards to the Er&vity of the thted to the wihess.

(3) The Coud shall have the authority to order any concemed officer ofdistrict adrninisration or

invesligation agency to make necrssary arangements for Foviding all lhe required assistance to

the victim or witness as provided in the law, Act and lhe rules.
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4. ilotr-ditclolur. ol identity ofvlctim!.

(l) The wdne! permission for disclosure ofidentity stall only be givcn in accordaDce

with the suLsection (l) of section 26 ofthe Act on thc profoEaa al Amex-A-

@ Ttre olficer in cbarge ofa Polic.c Station or 8rty oth6 officcr concslad shsll be

rc4uirrd to iqform thc victim" victim's family or gruiiaa or coBplailsnt rcgarding thc mn-

disclosuc of idcrtity in detail, and in case a written pcrmissiou for disclosr.nc of idntity is

givcn, thc responsible officer shall ger the writler permission otr Foforma as pei sub,mle (t) at

th€ timc of Egistalioo of FIR

(3) l"'c*e tler" is no wrinen pcnoiarion givcn, the officer io charge of rhe Potice

Station or other olliccr concemcd shrll adopt thc following plocedute to ensurc the non-

disclosue of ideDtity, aamely:-

(s) omit or subsdtute all idq ity detqils inclding namq perq age, addr! s, school

namc, ofrcc 6d&css etc, of th€ victim or victim's farnily w[ich is povidcd in tbc

informatio4 oral statement or wdtten application for rcgi6hstiotr of FIR with

pseudonlms or name inilials etc, from thc contcnts ofthe origiaal as wett as all copies

ofthe FIR;

5. Court! to tak rpecirl rcco ty rnrtrgG[e b(l) Thc Coun may direct for

sFeial s.curity arrargcecats to bc t8lrco to Fcvcot the yictim or wihcss em bciog scco,

i&!ti6r4 fulalelc{ intimde4 iasulted or E&*aulr!d, photogr4hed or vidcotsp.d wtilc cortring

ro thc court to givr evideDce, attctditrg thc coun ald sr lhr dac oflcavilg thc Cout:

provided in the olal ststcment or vdseD 8pplicatio! ior tb€ Egisbstio[ of FIR io dre

fi-rst cas€ diary maintaincd un&r sectioa 172 ofthe Code aad cxplain th substitutioa or

omissioa of such dstlils from the FIR for tbe vsdfcolion and aid of the Court,

prosecutor aDd other comp€teot authority; ald the prcscribed pocedure m8y be adopted

for other public documeDts, if sppliaable, to cnsurc lhp nordisclosure of id$tity.

(4) lo case thcre is no wrincn pcrmission given dre MedicoJegal cenificate or othcr

documens of medical cxamilation or tseatmeot of the victirr codraidng the idcotity dctails of
tle victim may be trealcd as clsssified docuEeots aod ia crse a copy thereol is rcquired- to be

provided in tb€ irterest ofjustice ad fair tial, alt tbe particulars of ideotification of the victim

sha.ll be omined or concealed on such copy and thc copy issuirg suthority sball provide a

certificate in this regard on such copy.
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Provided that lhe vidco recording or photography may bc done with tbe authorization of

Coun in intenst ofjustice and la firrtheracc ofOe provisiom ofthe Acl:

Provided fulther that the specisl security anangcments under sub'rule (l) shall be in a

manner that the victim or witness clDtinuss to scc or be scen by lhc cour! the pmsecutor, the

tegal reprcsentatives actiitg on bchalfofpanies in the procl€dings or 8ny other person appoinrcd

by the Coun for rhis purpose, in the iaterests ofjustice.

(2) Tllc Special secuity atraog€oeot inter alian incllde,-

(o) Clearance of ptblic gallery outside the Court to sllow tbe viclim or witness to

entff and leavc thc Coun without b€ing id€ntificd and interccpled without lawfi suthority;

@,) Using rcscwcd or special rcutes within rhe prernises of the Cout nol opelr to

the public; and

. (c) qssigDrng a pscudonym or initials ofname 1o refer to th€ viclims or witness.

(3) Duriag lhe proc€cdings, tk Cowts shsll Bake arrangements for scrcang curtains,

opaque shields or additional room vinually connected to the cowt room, to prevent the victim or

witncss, who is undcr wilocss protcctio& frout being seen by the accuscd or thc generat public.

(4) In crse the victim or witn€ss is rmable, duc lo witncss protection or safcty.

corceros to atl€nd the trial ir Frsoq rh€ Court Eay Gc(aDine $e victim ol wihess as provided

uodcr Articlc 164 ofQEnu-€-Shahadat, 19t4.( X of 1984).

(5) Thc Coun may allow a suPport persoa of tbc same gqder to sccompany the

victim duing the cluls€ oftsial.

(6) In csse of a child witDess tbc Court may takc additional measurEs io eDsure

gender and cbild scrsitive environ neDt in ihe bcst intercst of the child which may include but is

not limited to;-

(8) child &icndly physical eovimuncnt;

O) child accompoded by the euardirn;

(c) separate room, connected lo the court room via audio visusl link, for the child to

relax dd testiry away from lhe accuscd;

(d) usage ofcommuDicstioD aid to help dtc child testify;

(e) using thc language with which child is acquainted ard

(f) any other measurc that the Coun deems fit to help the child testi$ without duess,

mduc ir luance or co€rcion.
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6. Eraiudor of vlrdnr rad wlhclrcc tf,roqb rurtio vbad lhh (l) Whcocver,

ir tte counc of 8 trid or oelr Focc€dingr uDd.r th. A{t it qpcars to th€ Colll ttsl thc

widm ofany wioces or victiD i! rcc.slay for tbc cods ofjusticc, lod such witDAs or victim

is lmablc to afcod lhc caurt in penon dlle to somc uuvoidabl€ circunsmes,

scclaity oonccrrs, appchcosioa of disclogrE of idedity, umcasorablc dday, cxpcosc or

inc@vcoia,rcc, thc Cmf may, oo applicrtion 6 oD ils own notioq a&ow ths o(mhdi@ of

suct victim or rmdct ed>rulc (l), ttc following pmlocob $rtl bc ldoped; !@ly:.

(a) examination and crcss-examirution through visual link shall b€ held at a plecc

approved by the Court

(b) prccredings by way of ardiovisual liak shall bc conducted as jurlicial

proceedings and the same coutcsics aod protocol shall be obsencd, and all the

rclevant provisious^of the Codc and QEroon{-Sh8hadallgt4 (X of 1984) s}rsuI
apply.

(c) Court stall appoiu.a coordinaior fc tk wimss b mooitor lbc sdio-vi$al lilt
pmcccdingl in thc followiag m.'ncr; p*.1r';-

(i)

(iD

(iiD

(iv)

if gnch wibcs! or viotim is prcseo[ wilhi! thc jrsidic{ion offhc Court it

mly iirlc s comilgion to a orbordioac Magirffi of Fitd CIB to act as

tfo oooEdboc

if lhc wiB k Flst Et aoy oltcr placc withia thc laritotier of
Paei$!& thc cirordindor lhall bc tbe judgp of tbc Court d any jdicist

o6cGr ml below,thc ruk of Additiooal Scssion Judgp of rhc coecm€d

diltict of pcrBffit or t@rry rcsitkocc of tbc witn ss, e$jcct to ths

avaUfU{f of lb audiovisld [nf, rld in care of mn wailability of
hLrd c audio-vi$ral link, tbe cocdinator shal bc.noni!!tud by ttc
Rcgirtrar of the concorncd HiSi Co|rt for any otbcr mrcst dirtictr;

if lhc wittrcss is Flsrd odri& P8ffutlo, th. Corm &ongh lhc Rrgiltr8r

of corc<acd Higb Court rball coordhac rvith th. Mid.stry of FolcigE

A&irr to lombdc ,n ofrsid oitc rcspoctivc Smbdcy, gigh

Commission or Consulats of Pal&tsn or lhc pEsiding jdge of tho di{rict

ofEsidcocc oftbc lyittr€ss, lo d 8s ooordirator ss urcll as matc Dcccssay

urrogcocots for ardio-virurl lirtr cxmimtion of tbc wiacsri

if wiBs is aoDfD€d in ajail c ray otbcr concaiooal &cility o8 8 convirt

or othcrwis., or is iD Dar-ul-AE& stc., ihc Sl4ciint€odlst of thc
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concemed jail or in-charge of thc corrcctional facility or Dar'ul'Aman

shall produce the wihcss beforc rhc judgc as mcntioncd above in conditiol

(ii) whcnevq required vho shall mskc nccessary srangcments for the

audio-visual link examinslion ofthe wibess; or

(v) if the witness is hospiralized and is io a position to give evidence, the

concerned Sessions Judge shall issue a commissiol to a subordinale

Magistate of First Class rryho shall act as a coordhator and the in'charge

of the concerned hospital shall provide all the Dccessary support rcquircd

for the audio-visual link examirution of the witness, kceping il view the

health cordition ofthe witness;

(3) The Coult may, if practicable and in the inte.est ofjustice, opt not to adopl any of the above

prescribed protocols a'rd may adopt rDy other protocols towalds its satisfaction in case the

wihess to be examined is a public servant or a professional *&o has pcrformed official duty

relating to the case and is not the victim or eye-\dtness of thc case.

(d) the coordinaior of thc witness shall bc ,espoDsibl€ for the idcntificstion of the

wimcss, supcrvision ofproccediogs, making necessaty arrangemcnts for the audio-visual

Iink, r€cording of evidcnce ald to plevcnt any coercioo, dirrca3 ot meipulation wilh

witness testimony duriag the examinatioa;

(e) thc Court or the ppsecuror shall Fovide, througb electronic means, copies'of the

prcvious stateEents of the witncss and relcvaot docum€atary evidcoce to dl. witiess

prior to the ex8milation for rctcshiog monory, exhibition of documents and for the

purpos€ of coflfrontation during examimtion;

(f) ia case of any difficulty in undectanding the language of Coun by the witoess or

otherwise, thc coordiDator shall arrange a ransl&tor or interpret r, nho, on closing of the

statement of wibess, shall fimish a certificate to rhat effcct, duly signed digitallyi

(g) ifpossible, the audio vidco record of examination may be saved ir the comput$

data at the Court ard the saved audio a.d video recold may bc kept i acl till decision of

lhe case ard 8ry appeal;

(h) rhe court as u,EIl 8s the coordirutor shall ensur€ that the witncss is rot coached

rortued or prompted by any pcrson, and the wihess, ifwilling, may be allowed to cngage

a couasel for assistance or to rEmain ples€nt wilh th€ witle$, when the widencc is being

rccordcd.
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7. Reltricted entry to the colrt !(x)D. on applicstiotr by th€ prosccutor or legal

repEscot6iv€ of victim or witress or investigative offic-cr though public prosecuior, thc court

may pass al appropriate onder in tsrns ofthe ploviso to section 352 of rhe Code, or diect that

the public geoerally, or any ponicular persoo, shall not iavc sccrss lo the rooa of buildiog us€d

by the Court.

8. Rcportilt crtmhrl procctdiagr.-The reporting of th. idenrity of a victin snd

witness of schedulcd olIenc€ or the idcntity of the membos of his family slu.ll be prohibit€d ir
prin1, el€€kooic, social or ary other mcdia pl8tforE, if lrE court is salisfied that rhe quality or

voluntariness ofthe evidence ofthc person concemed sllall be comprodised by it.

9. AroE!,mity of pcEo!. irvotvd h pllc,tdirgr.- (1) In any proc€ediogs to

which this Acr applies, where a pcrson is or is likely to b€ rcquircd 8s a wiarcss, the Coud on thcf
applicatioa of any party or of its ou,n motion, may issuc an ordcr for lh€ F€servaliod of the

snotrymity of ihc v/itness or of 8try pcrso8 who night bc idqtdifi€d il tbc cvidcocc of thc

wihcss, and to ensurc that his idatrtity is mt disclorod in, or ia connection witb the pocccdings.

(2) UDless othcn isc sbte4 an otdcl madc uDdcr rub.s.clioo (l) rDay itrcludc lhc

following dircctionq namelyi

(a) the namc' address, aad ide irying details shall be witbnold;

(b) the wibess may usc a

(c) no qucstion is as&cd al the kial that night te{d to the identificstioD ofthe wiur€ss

or his addrtss or any information tom which his i&ntity or ad&ss might

reasorably be identified, witboul lbc exgcss pcnnissioa ofthe iourq ad,

(e) no pcrson shall publish oJ coErmudcate to aoy othcr persoa the idcatity, addEss,

or other idcnti&ing deails of thc witress, or toy other bformation Aoro which

his identity or addrcss night reasonably bc idcotific4 wkte it is trown thal, or il
soh a way as it Eay bc concldcd that hc i! or $ias a e/ib€ss in lh case, save

whcre it is occ€sssry fot the poper lawful corduct ofthc ptoc€€dings.

(3) Thc Coud sbrll lot makc an ordct uder this rule u css it is sEtisfied lhat

(8) as ordcr is nccGsary !o;

(i) ensurp thc s8fety of thc witncss o. any othcr person or to prevcat any

serious daerge to propedy; or

(ii) preveat real and signific$t hrlo to thc public furtcrssr;
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(b) the eff.ct of the order, in no cir€umstances, shall prevcat thc 8ccused ftom

rcceiving 8 fair aisl; and

(c) the importarcc oflhe testimony ofthe wit less i3 such tbat in the ider€st ofjustic€

the wihess ought to testi&, and eithal-

(0 there is a geouine risk thst the wimess may aot testifr if the order is not

madci or

(iD there may be a genuine risk of real and significsnt hsrm to the public

iniercst if thc witnsss w€r! to testiry without such an order bcing made.

(5) An order nude under this nrle shall be kno$,n ss a 'Witness Anonymity Order' and shall

Emain i! force during the period sp€cificd in the order unless lhe order is sooner revokcd or any

othlr order is made.
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, AIYNEX-A

(See Rule 3 & Secrion 26 ofrtu,lc,

Irfontr.d CorrcDt ProforD. for pbclorurr of ld.Ldty

FIR No. - Datcd: U/s

Police Station:

l, (a!mc) . S/o / D/o / w/o, (lords!?/hr$@d !!o.) . bclry the_____JiCpJ
Viaim's suadia/rcldionrhip (or v ir casc virim b.inl d.!d- miror or ofu lorrrd Eipd) - do

hcrcby dccl& thrt:

l. I have beea infotmed ofthe right and protrction available regarding thc DoD-disclosure of
identig and idcutilication details of rhe victim or victim's faEily iDctuding the name,

pareDtage or address ctc. as pcr scction 25 ofthc A i-R p€ (lnvcstigstioD a[d Trial) Act,

2021, (x)O{ of 2021)

2. It is also in my krrcwledgc 6ar I art| not boutd to givc perEissio! or co[scnt to the

disclosurc of the idcntity of thc victim or victim's family; aad

3. I am awsre (bat it is ma& puoishablc rp to thrce ycars imprboDmcot rnd fttrc utlder

section 376A of the Pakistal Peoal Code 1860 (Act XLVof 1860) to disclosc thc

idsntificatioo details of lhe victim or victim's family.without this writtcn pcrBissiotr or

consrent..

Kccpiog i! vicw ri. lbovc, I heieby, voludrdly aod witbou aay forcc, drltlsr or cocrcioo, giw
perEilsion or cotrsent or ad[orization to lic dilclosurc of idatity of thc visti! or viclim's

6mily whcrc-cvcr rtquircd 6r iavcstigarioa, tial or othcr$,irc.

Drtld: Tbis _ day of . _

(Sign8turr atrd Thumb imprE$sio!)

. (Complete Name)

CNIC or Passport No.

[No F.l(l)2026-AR]

AII HAIDER CHATTHA.
Se ct i on O.[/i c er (-1 R ).
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